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Obiettivi formativi dell’insegnamento
The course is a general introduction to the philosophical foundations of social reasearch
methods and will cover six broad topics, which address prelimary issues on methodology (14) as well as special issues concerning law and its relation with other social phenomena such
as economics and morality (5-6). It will be scheduled as follows: 1) general notions of
epistempology with special reference to the standard of certainty/probability of justification
required; 2) distinction between natural and social science; 3) enquire on the nature of social
science, whether it be descriptive, hermeneutical, or normative; 4) role of theories
(explanatory, instrumental, emancipatory); 5) legal methodology, with special regards to the
formalist / realist divide; 6) relationship between theories and principles, such as freedom,
equality, democracy. During the lectures reference will be made to classical thinkers, such as
Cartesio, Spinoza, Kant, Newton, Einstein, Popper, Kuhn, as well as to the more recent
literature on legal and social methodology.
A special section will be devoted to the distinction between positive law and natural law
theories.
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Articolazione dei seminari
Giovedì 14 gennaio
Ore 10-14
“Eventuali variazioni all’orario dei seminari saranno rese note nell’apposita sezione del sito
web del dottorato.”
Modalità di verifica delle conoscenze acquisite
Competency Assessment: Thesis of 5000 words max on one of the topics discussed during the
course and to be agreed upon with the professor.

